PSALM . XXII.

Htmng finished the first twenty Psalms, moet of my fellow-com-
mentators take the opportunity of reviewing what they have already
done, and of askin wdom and power to continue their work to the
end. None more beautifully than Gerhohus, who, in his dedication
here inserted to Everard, A.rchbuhop of Salsburg, and Gotteschalk,
Bishop of Frisingen, well expresses the’ feelings with which evary
one should approach such a task as that which I have taken in
hand ; that he may not by his own fault explain ill, or do injustice
to, those words which have been daily, and daily will be to the end
of time, the especial delight and comfort of the Church militant.

Trrre. To the Chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar: a Psalm
of David.

In the Vulgate: To the end, for the morning undertaking : a
Psalm of David.

Most medisval writers: To the end, for the morning hmd 8
Psalm of David.

Others : To the Supreme, in the midst of gloom.

In this variety of tranelations, it is better simply to give the
meaning proposed to each. TAe morning underiaking is explained
of the capture of our LoRD in the morning by the Jews ; the com-
mencement of that Passion of which the Psalm treats. To this ex-
planation 8. Ambrose and Cassiodorus refer. But the majorit of
the Fathers understood it of the Resurrection, as having taken p
ve early in the morning ; and to the Resurrection the end of t.he

m certainly alludes. Those who translate, for tAe moraing hind,
na.turally see m this hind the type of our LorD, hunted by His ene-
mies, driven into the snares, and so slain. The medieval catalogue
of the characteristics of the hind naturally led the authors of that
time to prefer this meaning. The last translation, if it may be al-
lowed, explains itself. The Chaldee paraphrase, varying from all
the others, interprets it, “ Concerning the powerful o lshon of the
perpetual morning :"” whlch at all events, affords a very beautiful
mystical interpretation : the powerful oblation being the never-
failing intercession of Him Who is indeed the everlasting Mormng
of His people.

ARGUMENT.

Anre. THoMAs. That CHRIST was pierced with nails, and that
over His garments they cast lots. The voice of Cnms'r when He
was suffering in His Passion.

V=x. Beor. Through this whole Psalm the Lorp CHBIST speak-
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eth. But in its opening, He complaineth that He was forsaken by
the FATHER; to the end, namely, that He might undertake His
Passion, according to the dispensation of Gop; commending His
most -powerful humility, brought to pass by the rejection of men,
My God, My God, look upon Me. Next, He prophesieth His Pas-
sion under divers types, beseeching that He may be delivered from
His raging enemies : Many dulls are come about Me. Thirdly, He
exhorteth Christians to praise the Lorp, Who in His Resurrection
looked upon the Catholic Church, lest if they heard of His Passion
only, the hearts of men should tremble. _

Evusesrus oF CEsAREA. A prophecy of the Passion of CHRIsT,
and of the vocation of the Gentiles.

S. JEroME. The context of the whole Psalm sete forth CrRIST.

It is worthy of notice, that Theodore of Mopsuestia was con-
demned in the fifth (Bcumenical Council, and in the Provincial
Synod of Rome under Vigilius, for asserting that this Pealm was to
be understood of David only, and had no direct reference to our
Lorp : one of the few instances in which the Church has condemned
or asserted a particular explanation of a particular text of Scrip-
ture. The most ancient explanations of the Jews themselves refer
it to CaRrIsT: and Rabbi Solomon says that the Messish in the
midst of His sufferings would sing this Psalin aloud.

Variouvs UsEks.

Gregorian. Prime : originally on Sunday, now on Friday. [Good
Friday : 1. Nocturn.]

Monastiec. Sunday: Matins: I. Nocturn.

Parisian.. Friday: Nones. [Good Friday : 1. Nocturn.]

Lyons. Friday: Sext. [Good Friday : 1. Nocturn.]

Ambrosian. Tuesday of the Kirst Week: I1. Nocturn. [ Maundy
Thursday : Matins. Good Friday: II. Nocturn.]

Quignon. Kriday: Matins : I. Nocturn.

Eastern Church. Prime: Good Friday.

ANRTIPHONS.

Gregorian. Good Friday: They parted My garments among
them, and for My vesture did they cast lots.

Parisian. Good Friday: They gaped upon Me with their
mouths, as it were a ramping and a roaring lion : the council of the
wicked layeth siege against Me. :

Ambrosian. [%Iaundy Thursday: Deliver My soul from the
sword * My darling from the power of the dog. K. XK.K. Good
Friday: Many oxen are come about Me ® fat bulls close Me in on
every side. K. K. K.]

Mozarabie. My Gop, My Gobp, look upon Me: why hast Thou
forsaken Me ?

1 My Gopo, my Gop, look upon me; why hast
thou forsaken me : and art so far from my health
and from the words of my complaint ?

There is a tradition that our Logp, hanging on the Cross,



began—as we know from the Gospels—this Psalm: and re- Lu.
ting it and those that follow, gave up His most blessed
geairit when He came to the sixth verse of the 31§t Psalm.
owever that may be, by taking these first words on His
lips, He stamped the Psalm as belonging to Himself. We
may notice that the words, Look upon Me, though in ,the
Vuggate and in the Septuagint, are not in the Hebrew, and
are not quoted by our Lorp. WAy hast Thou forsaken Me? L.
Here we enter on one of the most difficult questions of Theo-
logy, how far, and in what sense, our Loep was forsaken by
the Faruer; and how far, and in what sense, the Human
Nature was forsaken by, or sega.rated from, the Worp. The
doctors of the Church have laboured to explain what is per-
haps incomprehensible by the human understanding. S.
Ambrose—and he is followed by the Master of the Sentences
—explains these words in a sense which, if taken literally,
would lead on %0 the most dangerous errors: ‘“The Man
CHzist,” says he, “ thus exclaims when about to die by the
separation of the Divinity.” On the contrary, the whole
Church agrees with the explanation of the Coptic Church,
towards the end of the Liturgy, ‘“I believe, I believe, I Liturg.S.
believe and confess to the last breath of my life, that His B
Divinity was never separated from His Humanity, not even
for one hour, or for the twinkling of -an eye.” Others, as
Venerable Bede, will have it that our Lorp spoke these words
to prove Himself true man, and to manifest that, as true man,
He had all the natural revulsion of man from death ; and that
He complains of being forsaken thus far, that the Divinity
did not exert itself to prevent the Humanity from dying.
Others, again, in a very forced sense, and among these 1s
Theophylact, suppose our Logp to have spoken in the person
of the J{aws as being Himself one of that nation : forsaken,
indeed, by Gop as soon as they were guilty of the murder of
the Only-begotten S8on. The Master of the Sentences, again,
proposes the ex%lanation that our Logp merely spoke in a
eneral way, as being so forsaken by the FATHER as to be
gelivered up into the hands of His enemies. But S. Jerome,
and after him Dionysius the Carthusian, seems to give the
truer meaning : that in the time of our Lorp’s Passion there
was no influx of consolation, either from His FaATHER, or on
the part of the Woep, to the Human Nature of CHRIsT.
For, as he says, CHr1sT suffered, the WoRD being quiescent ;
which Wozp, however, was not idle, but was present to His
suffering Human Nature, so consenting to the Passion, and
hﬁostatically supporting that natare. Secribanius beauti-
fully writes on this verse: * Who could believe it, unless the Scribanius.
Lorp Himself said it? Who could believe that the Hea-
venly FaTHERER could forsake His Son, and so to speak, for-
sake Himself in His Sox P that this could have been endured
by that great love wherewith the FaTHER loveth the Son?
or that for our sakes the FATHER could have forgotten the
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Eusebius.
S.Johni.29.
2 Cor. v. 21.
Gal. iii. 18.

Isa. liii, 5.

G.

Phil. ii. 8.

Soxn, His only Sox, Gop of Gop? So that He seems to
have embracei us with greater love than His Son; us His
sworn enemies, than the Sox of the same Substance, and the
same Divinity with Himself. What can we repay for this
love? Nay, rather, the SoN willed to be forsaken by the
Faruezr for our love : both that by this very forsakenness He
might merit that the Faraer should never forsake us, and
that He might make atonement for all the forsaking by which
we prone to every kind of wickedness, have left the FATHER,
and have adhered to His most bitter enemy, the devil ; have
forsaken Gop our Maker, and enrolled ourselves among the
ranks with the foe of our salvation ; have forsaken the Lorp
that would reward us, and joined ourselves to him that would
torment us body and soul for ever.” And art so far from My
health and from the words of My complaint. Or, as it is in
the Vulgate: Far off from My salvation are the words of My
sins. Kusebius says ve weﬂ: “ As John said, ¢ Behold the
Lamb of Gop, which taketh away the sins of the world;’
and Paul, ‘He made Him to be sin for us;’ and a%zin, ¢ CHRIST
hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a
curse for us.” Therefore in like manner as, though He was
the fountain of righteousness, He took our sins upon Him-
self ; and though He was the ocean of blessing, He endured
the malediction pronounced upon us, and bare the Cross, de-
spising the shame: so likewise for us He speaks here. For
i}) He of His own accord endured the punishment destined
to us (for ‘ the chastisement of our peace was upon Him,’ as
the Prophet speaks), much more do& He here speak in our
person, and cry out, Far off from My salvation are the words
of My sins. Look not, saith He, at the sins of man’s nature,
byt give salvation on account of My sufferings.”” And Ger-
hohus speaks with equal beauty: “ I, being a man, owing
nothing to death, yet obedient to Thee Who art My Gon,
humbled Myself to death, even the death of the Cross. I,
twice humbled,—-ﬁrstly, by being born and living in the
flesh ; secondly, by dying in the flesh,—say twice, My God,
My God, that ¥[hou, in respect of two reasons, mayest look
upon Me. Once, that Thou mayest raise Me up in the morn-
ing from simple death, that is, of the flesh alone; secondly,
that Thou mayest raise ué) My members from the death of
their souls and bodies; first destroying the death of their
souls by the death of My Body, then restoring the life of
their bodies by My resurrection : so that, as soon as I shall
have died on this Cross, and the water and the Blood flowing
from My side shall exist as the material whence My Bride
shall be formed, immediately the faithful souls, whether in
this world or in Hades, may perceive that the door of life is
ogened to them. And as a proof of this very thin%[the soul
of the thicf that confesses Me shall to-day be with Me in Pa-
radise ; and when I shall rise in the body, the First-begotten
of the dead, the door of the resurrection of the dead shall be



opened ; in proof whereof, many bodies of the Saints shall
rise with Me.”

One thing more is to be observed. From these words
Calvin and other heretics have drawn an argument that there
was a moment when our Lorp, hanging on the Cross, de-
spaired. Whereas S. Chrysostom very well shows that these
words, though words of agony, are also words of hope; and
to this, he says, S. Paul might have referred, when he writes
that our Lorp made prayers and supplication with strong Heb.v.7.
crying and tears to Him That was able to save Him from
death, and was heard in that He feared.

2 O my Goo, I cry in the day-time, but thou
hearest not : and in the night-season also I take no
rest.

Or, as it is in the Vulgate, And in the night, and not to My

Jolly : that is, Though I seem not to be heard, yet am I not,
therefore, unreasonable in making My supplication. Lite-
rally, I cry in the day-time, when He utteref those words on
the Cross; and in the night-season also He took no rest, in
the night of His Agony, 1n the night of His Betrayal, in the
night when He was set before Annas and Caiaphas. But
how could the Only-begotten Son ery, and the FaTHER not
hear? And they answer that the prayer of CHRIsT was two-  Ay.
fold. The one kind proceeding from deliberate will and fore-
knowledge, and that was always heard ; as He saith Himself, )
“ And I knew that Thou hearest Me always :” the other pro- §; John xi.
ceeding from the affections and sensitive part of His human
nature, and that was not always heard, as when He prayed
that the chalice might pass from Him. The Master of the
Sentences will have it that CarIsT is here speaking in the
person of His Church, who is not always heard in the sense ;; i nis.
of her Io;ds, but T‘II always hegrdA in the sense (if her l?xleal?- tinct. 17.
ing. And not to My folly. S. Augustine explains this by 130,
another example from I-f{)ly Scripture. “ Paul,” says he, ~4 Hono.
“ prayed that the thorn in his flesh might be removed, and Jige™- . o
was not heard : but it was said to him, ‘ My grace is sufficient T
for thee, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.’
Heard, therefore, he was not, but it was not to his folly, but
to his wisdom : that man may understand that Gop 1s the
great Physician, and that tribulation is His medicine to sal-
vation, not His punishment to' damnation. Under medical
treatment thou art burnt, thou art cut, thou criest out; the

hysician hears not, so far as thy words are concerned, but
Ee does hear go far as thy health is concerned.” One cannot gopnt. Mare.
but wonder at the audacity of Tertullian, who, after laying iv. 1s.
down the general truth that Carisr is always heard by the
FaTHER, proceeds to demonstrate it by this text amongst
others, reading it thus: “I cry in the day-time, and Thou
hearest.”” 8. Thomas Aquinas understands it to mean that



Bellarmine.

S. Greg,
Mag.
Moral. Lib.
xxvi, cap.
19.

" up the lesson of the text very well. *“ Let no one, w

CHrist was heard for the predestinate, for whom He prayed
with that deliberate will which is always granted ; but not in
the same sense for those who are not predestinate, though
willing also, with a true and real will to save them, if the
would have accepted of His salvation. Bellarmine has ht
on a singular metﬁod of explanation: “ I ery in the day-time
of life, that I may escape death, and Thou hearest not, because
that cup may not pass from Me: I cry in the night-time of
death, namely, that I may rise again, and that prayer is mo¢
to My folly, because Thou wilt hear it.” 8. Gregor{ sums
en he
is not instantly heard, believe that he is neglected by the
Divine care. For it often happens that our desires are heard
on this very account, because they are not granted at once :
and that which we wish to be fulfilled instantly, sometimes

. prospers the better for its very tardiness. Our cry is often

- be enriched.

Gen. iii. 8,

Eusebius,

granted by means of its being delayed ; and when our peti-
tion seems on the surface neglected, it is fulfilled in the dee
root of our thought; just as the grain is compressed an
hardened by frost, and the longer it is in sprouting above the
earth, the larger is the crop which it brings forth. The labour
of the battle 1s protracted, that the crown of the victory may

'Fbe Lorp, when He hears not His own at
once, while He seems to repel them, attracts them. He cuts
off the diseased flesh with tﬁa knife of tribulation, and by the
very means of being deaf to the cries of the sick man, He is
bringing about the end of the sickness. Hence it is that the
prophet saith, I cry in the day-time, and Thou hearest not,
and in the night-season, and it 18 not to my folly.”

3 And thou continuest holy : O thou worship of
Israel.

The Prophet teaches that whether Gop seems, or seems
not to hear, He is nevertheless always kind. Whether He
hears not Saints when they cry to Him, like Paul, He is in-
creasing their sanctity. hether He hears the petition of
the Devil, as in the case of Job, He is adding to Job's reward.
O Thou worship of Israel. For Israel is by interpretation,
“ He thiat sees Gop.”” That is, the worship of those who see
His love, as well in His apparent neglect, as in His manifested
care. In the Vulgate it is, And Thow dwellest tn the hol

place. That is, chiefly and principally, in that holy temple

which the Jews destroyed, but which after three days was to
be raised again. And they draw a comparison between the
first and the Second Adam. The first Adam, in the Paradise
of pleasure, in the cool of the day, being called by Gop, was
silent: the Second Adam, on the Tree of Agony, in the heat
of the conflict, being forsaken by Gop, was not silent, but
praised Him. FEusebius also explains the Thou dwellest in
the holy place, of the indwelling of the HoLy GHosT in the



bodies of His servants. Justin Martyr, taking it as I just

now did. of our Lorp Himself, understands the appellation

Zsrael of the same Logp, as if He said, “ O Thou Whom I,

}:eyond all others, worship, because I, beyond all others,
now.”’ :

[O Thou worship of Israel. The A.V. is better, Thou that De Muis,
tnhabitest the praises of Israel, or, with modern ecritics, that
art throned amidst Israel’s songs of praise. Rabbi Ezra
takes it of the Presence over the Ark of the Covenant. R.
Kimchi, far better, as an appeal to Him Who is faithful-and
true, Whom Israel has so often before praised and blessed
for His help in need, to hearken yet again to the same hymns
and petitions. ] :

4 Our fathers hoped in thee : they trusted in thee,
and thou didst deliver them.

5 They called upon thee, and were holpen : they
put their trust in thee, and were not confounded.

It is the consolation which the Church stores up for the Preces
%{iﬂg beds of her children. * Deliver, O Lorp, the soul of “&"*

y servant, as Thou didst deliver Abraham from Ur of the :
Chaldees : as Thou didst deliver Enoch and Elijah from the
common death of this world: as Thou didst deliver David
out of the hand of Goliath ; as Thou didst deliver the Three
Children from the burning fiery furnace; as Thou didst de-
liver Susanna from a false accusation ; as Thou didst deliver
Thecla from the midst of her enemies.” And it may well
comfort the death-bed of the servant since—as here—it com-
forted the death-bed of the Master. Thou didst deliver them, G.
but Thou wilt not deliver Me: nay rather, Thou didst de-
liver them because Thou wilt not deliver Me. And if others
of them were tortured, not accepting deliverance, it was
to this end, that they might obtain a better Resurrection : Heb. xi. 35.
namely, Me Myself, Who am the Resurrection and the Life ;
and Who now thus suffer, that I may open the way to My
own and to their Resurrection. In one sense, it has been L.
most truly observed, this Psalm speaks more clearly of our
Lozp’s human nature than do the Gospels themselves. In
the latter, our Lorp never speaks of our Fathers, but of tke
Fathers, or your Fathers : here, as not being ashamed to call
us glrethren, and to testify to His true humanity, it is, *“ Our
Fathers.”

6 But as for me, I am a worm, and no man:a
very scorn of men, and the outcast of the people.

I am a worm. The metaphor has opened the door to all
the luxuriance of medis@val symbolism.
The festal purple of the Lorp,— The Hymn,

1t is no garment stately : ﬁ’,',f'ﬁ“"



A vest, by very slaves abhorred,
The worm hath tinged it lately ;
“J am a worm,”’—of old said He ;
And what its toils have tinged, ye see.

Again, they see a type of our Lorp in the worms which were
Serm.lv. generated by the manna. So S. Ambrose: so, even more
De Operibus ﬁoldly, Rupert of Deutz. And so, in another sense,—a sense
8S.Trinitatis dwelt on at such length by S. Gregory in his Morals: The
in Exod. 16. humanity of our Lorp was the bait which the spiritual Le-
viathan, Satan, swallowed, not seeing the hook -of His Di-
vinity. And so Hildebert of Tours, in one of his epigrams,
says: :

V. Hildeb. Fisher the FATHER is : the world the sea,
Taron. " His flesh the bait, the hook His Deity :

The line His Geeneration. Satan took

The proffered bait, and perished by the hook.

And still in another sense they apply that verse of Ha-

Hab. it. 11, bakkuk, “ The stone shall cry out of the wall, and the worm

out of the timber shall answer it:” the stone out of the wall,

L being the Church; the worm in the timber, CrRrist the

Lorp: so S. Jerome. Some commentators have abused this

Iss.lili.s. Passage, as well as the text in Isaiah, “ He hath no form nor

comeliness,” to prove that our Lorp’s human Body was des-

titute of all beauty : and accordingly, some medisval paint-

ings 8o represent Him. But the almost unanimous voice of

Ps. xiv.s. the Church declares that the other text, “Thou art fairer than

‘the children of men,” is to be taken literally: and the earliest
representations of our Lorp (showing, at all events, a ve

strong tradition), and the letter of Lentulus (let whatever

D. C. weight be attached to it) speak to the same point. A very

scorn of men. * See,” exclaims Dionysius the Carthusian,

‘ see what was His contempt : see what the Lorp of Glory

bore, that His confusion, so painful to Himself, should be-

come our glory and celestial beatitude. For was He not the

8. John reproach of the people, when the Jews said to Pilate, ‘Write

xix. 1. not, the King of the Jews, but that He said, I am the King

of the Jews P’ Behold, O Christian, and consider in a faith-

ful heart what CarIsT the King of Glory endured for thee!

Unceasingly impress this thought on thy soul, as Crgisr

Cant. viii. 6. Himself exhorts thee in the Canticles, ‘Set Me as a seal upon

thine heart.”"”

7 All they that see me, laugh me to scorun : they
shoot out their lips, and shake their heads, saying,

8 He trusted in Gop, that he would deliver him :
let him deliver him, if he will have him.

It is marvellous that, with this Scripture before them, the
Jews could use the very same words which the Psalmist had



ut into their mouths: an infatuation unparalleled, unless it
by those in the present day, who railing, if not against

CHR1sT, at least against one of the greatest gifts of CHRisT,
use the very words of His enemies, rebuked and disproved by
Himself, “ Who can forgive sins but Gop only P’ But from 8, Luke v.
the fact that the Jews did, in their blindness, thus fulfil this 3!
prophecy, the Doectors of the Church gather, that no prophecy
will be intelligible till the fact to which it refers is become A
matter of history : that the Church will never be able to say,
Now, at this moment, such a prediction is being fulfilled. ,
fact that, in this sense also, “the Kingdom of Gop cometh s. Lukexvii.
not with observation.” AUl they that see Me, for so it has 0.
always been, with the reproach of the Cross: so, from the @G.
time of S. Paul till now, the question has been asked : “If I Gal

reach Circumcision” —or whatever for the time being may “* - '!"

the fashionable doctrine of the world—*“why do I yet

suffer persecution ? then is the offence of the Cross ceased.”
He trusted in God. He did indeed. * I knew that Thou g joun xi.
hearest Me always:” “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray ss.
to My Farreg, and He shall presently give Me more than § Matt.
twelve legions of angels?” *I have a baptism to be baptized s. Luxe xii.
with, and how am I straitened till it be accomplisged 1" s0.
But these new Chaldeans could find no fault against this true
Daniel; unless they found it concerning the law of His Gop. pan. vi. s.
Let Him deliver %im, if He will have Him. And so from
that time to this, have persecutors defied the Saints of Gop, D.C.
or rather, the Gop of Saints: not knowing that a time will
come when He will deliver them out of the bondage of cor-
ruption into the glorious liberty of the children of Gop, will Rom- viil
have them in His own country, and His own city, in Hisown =~
Presence ; will have them, as it is written; “ My FaTHER
Which gave them Me is greater than all, and no man is 3, Jobn .
able to pluck them out of My Faruer’s Hand ;" will have ™
them so that the prophecy shall be fulfilled, * Then shall
the righteous man stand in great boldness before the face
of such as have afflicted him, and made no account of his

labours.”

9 But thou art he that took me out of my mother’s
womb : thou wast my hope when I hanged yet upon
my mother’s breasts. ,

10 I have been left unto thee ever since I was
born : thou art my Gop, even from my mother's
womb.

Wisd. v. 1.

There is a noble passage in Eusebius, in which he shows gvangelic.
the connection between our Lorp’s Incarnation and His Pas. Demonstrat
sion: that He might well comfort Himself while hanging on g ' %
the Cross by the remembrance that the very same body then
“ marred more than any man, and His Form more than the Isa. lii. 14.
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gons of men,” was that which had been glorified by the Fa-
THER with such singular honour, when the HorLy GHosT
came upon Mary, and the power of the Highest overshadowed
her : that this Body, therefore, though now so torn and so
mangled, as it had once been the wonder, 8o it would for ever
be the joy, of the Angels; and having put on immortality,
would {)e the support of His faithful people to the end of
time. So also, though at less length, S. Augustine. I Aave
been left unto Thee. 8. Cyprian beautifully represents S.
Mary as offering our Loebp, so to speak, on the Altar of the
Manger, (when, as it is written, She brought forth her first-
born Son, and laid Him in the manger,) both to the FatHER
and to men: to men, to work their will upon,—to reject,
scourge, crown with thorns, and crucify: to the FATHER, to
guard, console, and finally to make Him more than Conqueror.
And the Doctors of the Church find in these verses an argu-
ment both for the hypostatical union of the Worp with the
flesh, and also for the pexxetual virginity of S. Mary. But
Thou. The Vulgate has, Because Thou : which they explain
to be our Lorp's taking up, so to speak, the words ot the
Jews, “ He trusted in Gop,”’ as if He said, ¢ It is so,and it is
meet and right that it should be so, because,” &c. With re-
ference to this passage, the Fathers dispute at great length,
and more especially Origen, 8. Epiphanius, 8. Chrysostom,
and S. Ambrose, as to the manner of CHRIsT's birth: which,
however, cannot be better expressed than in those words of
S. Proclus : *“ Emmanuel opened the gates of nature as man,
but burst not the bars of Virginity as Gop. So was He born
as He was conceived : without human passion He entered,
withoat human corruption He came forth.” Thou art my
God : or, as it is in the Vulgate, My Hope : which can only
be understood in an'inferior and limited sense, and according
to our Lorp’s Manhood.

11 O go not from me, for trouble is hard at hand :
and there is none to help me. |

Trouble 18 hard at hand : that is, the last and secret
of My Passion, My departure out of this world. A=nd ¢
18 none to help me. But why? Because for the exceeding
great love He had to us, He refused their help. To Peter
1t was, “Put up again thy sword into its place.” Of the
angels ready to come to His assistance, He said, *“ How then
shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be P’ Or,

‘if we put these words into the mouth of the sinner: “ I have

been left unto Thee ever since I was born,” namely, born
again in Baptism, “Thou art my Gop, even from my mother’s
womb,”’—that spirituaal womb of the Church, namely, the
Font. O go not from me. “ While,” says Dionysius, * thou’
sayest or hearest this, O sinner, lament in the bitterness of
thine heart that thou hast lost thy robe of innocence, that



thou hast returned from the laver of Baptism to thy wallow-
ing in the mire ; and pray that at last Gop would not go far
from thee, though thou hast gone so far from Him ; that thy
Faraee would gbring forth for thee, His prodigal som, the
first robe, and put it on thee.” Zyouble ts hard at hand.
‘While we are beset with such enemies, the world, the flesh, Ay. -
and the devil, there cannot be a moment in which we may
not so speak. And if, for a while it seems as though there
were none to help, we have but to call to mind Him Who
thus speaks here,and Who says in another place, *“ I looked, 1sa. Ixiii. 5.
and there was none to help, and I wondered that there was

none to uphold ; therefore Mine own arm brought salvation
unto Me.” :

12 Many oxen are come about me : fat bulls of
Basan close me in on every side.

13 They gape upon me with their mouths : as it
were a ramping and a roaring lion.

Here the Champion of the human race, like one of Hisown T,
martyrs in after years, is brought out on to the arena of His
sufferings. They understand the fa¢ bulls, of Satan and his
hosts : the Zions, in the next verse, of his ministers, the Jews,
and the Roman soldiers, with their exclamations of * Crucify g_jyonn xix.
Him! Crucify Him! If thou let this Man go, thou art not 6, 13, 15.
Caear’s friend: we have no king but Ceesar.”

14 1 am poured out like water, and all my bones
are out of joint : my heart also in the midst of my
body is even like melting wax.

I am poured out like water. For water cleanses, and it is  Ay.
written, “ In that day,”—namely, on that first Good Friday,
—*there shall be a Fountain opened,”—as it was on the zech. xiii 1.
Cross—*“to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness.” I am poured out Rupert.
like water. For water fructifies; and this is that river of
which it is written, that it went out of Eden to water the
garden, the whole garden of Car1sT's Church. And in this
sense alsowe may understand that prophecy, “There,” namely 1ea. zxxii.
upon the Cross, “ the glorious Lorp will be unto me a place 21-
"of broad rivers and streams.” Where He names them twice,
rivers and streams, as if to signify their double virtwe of
cleansing and fructifying. I am poured out like water. 8o A
it was in the garden, when His sweat was as it were great .
drops of blood falling down to the ground. So it was in the
Prastorium, when the ploughers ploughed upon His back and ps. cxxix. 3.
made long furrows. go it was on the Cross, when the soldier g jonu xix:
with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there- s4.

Gen. ii. 10,



out blood and water. Wherefore, as the medisval hymn

8ayS :

The Hymn, Wherefore, sinner, haste to this Fountain of salvation :

Cenam cum Life thou mayest draw therefrom, and illumination : ]
discipulis. Cure thou mayest find for sin,—strength to meet temptation ;

Refuge mayest thou gain against Satan’s condemnation.

Rupert. Or we may take it in another sense,—that of the wise
2 Sam. xiv. woman of Tekoa: I am poured out like water: that is, in
14. ~ the thoughts of my enemies I am utterly destroyed. * For

L. we must needs die, and are as water spilt on the ground,
, which cannot be gathered up again.” ‘What marvel,” asks
Serm. xv.in S. Bernard, ‘“ that the name of the Bridegroom should be as

Cant. ointment poured forth, when He Himself, for the greatness
of His love, was poured forth like water ?”* And in responding
2 Sam. to that love, they warn us not to be like David, who, when

xxi. 16.  the three mighties brought him the water of the well of Beth-
lehem, which was by the gate, poured it out upon the ground,

A. figuring thereby the wickedness of the Jews, who accounted
the Blood of the Covenant wherewith they were Vz:,f)rinkled, as
an unclean thing : but rather, if we are not privileged to re-

Heb. xii.4. 8ist “unto blood, striving against sin,” at events to say
Jor. x. 1 with Jeremiah, *“ O that my head were waters, and mine eyes
-1 a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the
slain of the daughter of my people:” slain, by their malice,
but slain to be our Atonement. A4nd all My bones are out of
joint. Besides the literal sense of the tension and dislocation
A. of our Lorp's members, when hanging on the Cross, they
Epist. 120, interpret it of the flight and dispersion of the AFostles, who
cap- 4. may truly be called the bones or chief supports of our Lorp’s
Body, the Church. In the literal meaning, these words have
given rise to some of those long and patient disquisitions
which have inquired into the component parts of the Cross,
and the nature of our Lorp’s suftering there. The Eastern
Church, as well as some particular Doctors of the West, has
always held that, besides the Cross and the nails, our
See Ienatins J/OBD Was supported by a smaller transverse bar be-
of VOESW_ neath His Feet; and that in the convulsion of death,
this became slightly displaced, so as to present the

. form which surmounts all Oriental churches.

A. My heart also in the midst of My Body. And here, again,
passing by our Lorp’s own sufferings, they find a beautiful
mystical interpretation. The Body 1s Holy Seripture: the
heart signifies all things in Moses and the Prophets concern-
ing Himself. And as wax, when melting, burns and gives
light, so by the Lorp’s Passion the obscunties of Holy Scrip-
ture were lighted up, and henceforth illuminated the Church.

S.Bernard. ‘‘ And if thus,” says S. Bernard, * the heart of the Bridegroom
inCant. 1. wag melted with the love of the Bride, what ought to E:ot?he
earnestness of her affection—what the fervour of her grati-



tude to Him P . If such be the cr{lof His sufferings, speaking Heb. xii. 2¢.
better things than that of Abel, how ought she to cry to Him

that she may not be deserted in her own passions,—that she

may be 8o counted worthy to abide with Him on the Cross,

that hereafter she may merit to claim the crown.” JIs even

like melting wax. Justin Martyr understands it of the Bloody

Sweat by which our Lorp was bedewed as with water: Eu.-

sebius, of the water and the blood that followed the Centu-

rion’s spear : while 8. Thomas refers more generally to the , . .
saying of the wise woman, “We must needs die, and are y, =
as water spilt on the ground, which cannot be gathered up
agm."

16 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my
tongue cleaveth to my gums : and thou shalt bring
me into the dust of death.

8. Gregory, after 8. Jerome and 8. Augustine, understands g go.
the verse singularly enough. * As,” says he, “clay, when Moral.
exposed to the fire, is at first soft and yielding, but by the
heat of the furnace becomes hard and imperishable ; so our
Lozrp’s human nature, from His birth,—in that He was very
man,—subject to corruption, became, by the virtue of His
Passion, incorruptible and impassible.” Gerhohus finds a G.
similitude between our LorD in His Passion and Job, when
in the misery of his sickness, he took a potsherd to scrape ;. i &
himself withal. “ The furnace,” says the wise man, * proveth Eeel
the potter’s vessel ; 80 is the trial of man.” *In the lantern ygyi; .
made of this potsherd,” says S. Gregory, “is it that the yom. g9 in
Church lights her candle, and cleansing her house, seeks dili- Evang.
gently for her lost children.” My tongue cleaveth to My
gums : on account of His thirst on the Cross, says S. Atha-
nasius. That tongue might well be silent, cries Didymus,
when all the hearers had forsaken their Master and (fled. L.
But let us rather take it of that silence at the Judgment-seat, 8. Matt.
at which Pilate marvelled greatly ; that silence so long ago {:‘{n:‘
foretold by the Prophet, when, as a sheep before her shearers -7
is dumb, 8o this Immaculate Lamb opened not His mouth.

And so the follower of CrRIST must, though for a very dif- .

ferent reason, imitate his Lorp. “ My tongue cleaveth to 1. C.
my mouth,” because from the barrenness of my soul and my

lack of grace, I have not a single word of consolation or doe-

trine, by which I may profit others. Wherefore the Lorp ‘
saith to Ezekiel, “I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of gzex. . 26.
thy mouth, that thou shalt be dumb, and shalt not be to them

a reprover.” O that He would rather cause me to say with

Isaiah, “ The Lorp Gop hath given me the tongue of the 1sa.1. 4.
learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season

to him that is weary!” And Thou skalt bring me into the

dust of death. 1t 18 surprising how, not content with the

plain meaning of our Lorp’s words, the same as in that other



Ps. Ixxxviil,

s.
C.

Psalm, “I am counted as one of them who go down into the
pit,” they introduce so much besides of the circumstances
of our Lorp’s Passion. “ Not death,” says Cassiodorus, “but

. the dust of death,—that is, the outward appearance of it, be-

L.

Ps. ciil. 14.

Ps. xvi. 11.
Hos. vi. 8.

cause His soul was not left in hell, neither did His flesh see
corruption.” The dust of death ; *that is,” says S. Thomas,
‘“the vilest and most disgraceful death.” TRe dust of deatk ;
“that is,” explains Cajetan, ‘ the multitude of the Jews, the
seed ofs Abraham, made like the dust of the earth, and cla-
mouring for His death.” ZThe dust of death. “ He knoweth
whereof we are made ; He remembereth that we are but dust.”
And this dust also He will remember on the third day; will
remember the many promises of the Old Testament,—* Thou
shalt not leave my soul in hell,”—*‘ After two days He will

. revive us,” and the like: will remember the many types,

Gen. xxil. ¢.
Jon. . 17.

Ay.

Ps. cxvili.
19.

G.

Ps. xlil. 1.

8. John iv.
7, 14.

S. Matt. xv.
26; S. Mark
. vil. 27.

8. Pet.
Chrysolog.

Serm. 58.

Abraham lifting up his eyes on the third day, and seeing the
place of his deliverance ; Jonah, three days and three mights
in the whale's belly. Skalt bring me into the dust of death,
but shalt bring me forth again and exalt me to the Right
Hand of the FaTHER for ever and ever.

16 For many dogs are come about me : and the
council of the wicked layeth siege against me.

Not very long ago, we found these same enemies likened
to bees: “they came about me like bees :” bees that make
honey, indeed, but not for themselves. Now, they are com-
pareg to dogs,—dogs who keep watch, indeed, but not for
themselves. Just as the Jews kept strict watch over the
prophecies, that every tittle of them should be fulfilled; when
unconscious of what they were doing, they uttered the very
words as they surrounded the Cross, which the SririT of Gop
80 many centuries before had putinto their mouths. For this
Hind,—not as yet, according to the title of the Psalm, the
morhing Hind, but rather the evening Hind, worn out and
exhausted by the fatigues of the day, was now surrounded by
these dogs. “ The hart desireth the water-brooks,” and so
this Hart said, “ I thirst.” Long before, He was weary when
He sat by the well, and said, “ Give Me to drink :" now, He

Wwas weary, even to death, but still athirst for that well of

water which should spring up to everlasting life. ‘It is not
meet to take the children's bread and to cast it to the dogs.”
And so our Lorp,—

Verus panis filiorum,
Factus cibus viatorum,

[Very Bread, to children given,
Fog?for pilgrims who have striven,]

became, as S. Peter Chrysologus well says, “ A stone to them
instead of bread : a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence.”



T%e council of the wicked layeth siege against me. Literall
80, when in the morning the Chief Priests gathered a council
together against Jesus. But another Council had been ga- f,‘ John xi.
thered before that,—those evil spirits who had in their in-
fernal conclave resolved on His £9ath, not knowing that His
death was their own destruction. 7he wicked : with an em-

hasis beyond all others; in like manner as we daily pray,

eliver us from the evil. -

17 They pierced my hands and my feet, I may

tell all my bones : they stand staring and looking
upon me.

They pierced : the Latin is, they dug. And there seems a  G.
peculiar propriety in this word when spoken of the true Vine :
“I am the True Vine, and My FaTHER is the Husbandman.” 8. John
That Faraee Who first surrendered the well-beloved Sox to *¥* -
death, or else His enemies would have had no power to hurt
Him. Of that Body thus tilled, the Lorp might well say,
“1 gave a sweet smell like cinnamon, and as the fume of C.
frankincense in the tabernacle: as the vine brought I forth Ecclus.xxiv.
pleasant savour, and my flowers are the fruit of honour and '*'”
riches.” Of honour, when to the thief dying in misery and
shame there budded forth from those branches the promise,
“ To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” Of riches, s. Lake
when to every human soul, wretched, and miserable, and Xxiil. ¢3.
poor, and blind, and naked, that glorious declaration was
made once for all, “It is finished.” And why does He only 8. John xix.
mention His Hands and His Feet, and not His Side? Be- ¥
cause, says one, He suffered to leave us an example of pa- .
tience. And patience is not exercised in a dead, but only in
a living body. My Hands and My Feet. And this double - Ay,
wound was long ago, say the Doctors of the Church, pre-
figured by Moses when he smote the rock twice. Whence
the verses:

Bis silicem virgd Dux percutit atque Propheta:
Ictio bina ducis sunt duo ligna crucis.
Fons est de petrid populo datus absque metret4 ;
salus homini corpore de Domini.

[(The Leader, a Prophet of Gop, twice strikes the flint with his rod :
- The chief’s double blow standeth good to mean the two beams of
the Rood.
The fount is bestowed from the rock without any stint for the
folk ;
Abundant salvation is poured for man from the side of the
Logrbp.]

Or Moses may stand as a type of the Faraer Himself, by
‘Whose permission it was that the So~ thus suffered. “ And
the rivers of the flood,” that flowed from that double stroke, Ps. xlvi. 4.
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“make glad the city of Gop,” that city which has its double
wall of Jews and Gentiles. For before the Hands, and Feet,
and Side of CHRI8T were opened, He was as it were “ a spring
shut up, a fountain sealed.” This was the Book sealed with
seven seals, which no man nor angel was found worthy to
open till thus opened by the spear: this is the Rock, the sa-
lutary streams of which still follow the Lorp’s people,
though divided into seven rivers in the wilderness of &is
world, the seven graces of the HoLy GHosT. But as it has
well been said, not only did those wicked soldiers pierce the
Lorp’s Hands and Feet; but at this time His own valiant
soldiers do the same thing, when they seek to investigate His
actions and His goings forth. Whence one of the most va-
liant of them, by name Peter, says, “ Carist also suffered
for us, leaving an example, that ye should follow His steps.”
They pierce them still, when they endeavour to draw forth
the graces which flow thence: when like Achsah, the
daughter of Caleb, they ask for the nether springs and the
upper springs, the nether springs of sorrow for sin; the
upper springs of tears of longing for the celestial country.

s is to pierce His Heart: when we utter those ejacula-
tions, By Thy Nativity, Good Lozrp, deliver us: By Thy
Fasting and 'Iyemptation, by Thine Agony and Bloody Sweat,
Good Loerp, deliver us.

This clause has given occasion to the commentators to dis-
cuss all those questions connected with our Lorp’s Cruci-
fixion, which it has been the comfort and delight of those
who investigated His Passion to dwell upon. Thus, that He
was indeed nailed, and not merely tied to the Cross, as some
heretics have taught. For though it be true that the Jewish
custom was to fasten the malefactor with ropes, and not with
nails, yet our Lorp was tried and condemned after the man-
ner of the Romans and not of the Jews. Catholic painters
have usually represented the thieves as tied ; but this is also
contrary to the fact that, in the invention of the Cross, no
difference was to be discovered between the three in this
respect. Again: by what law it was that our Lorp suffered,
when the punishment of blasphemy of which He was accused,
was stoning, and not crucifixion? But here again, Pilate
proceeded on the incidental charge of sedition: *“ Whosoever
maketh himself a king, speaketh against Ceesar:” and for
this, by the Roman law, the Cross was the punishment.—
Another, and that a more difficult qlt:ﬁstion is: whether our
Lorp was first nailed to the Cross, while it lay on the ground,
and then together with it erected: or whether it were first
set up, and our Saviour then fastened to it. The former
method has been usually received by the Church: and is
more especially defended by S. Jerome and 8. Anselm. The
latter receives a certain degree of confirmation from the mys-
tical text, “ I will go up to the Palm tree :” is expressly main-
tained by 8. Hilary, by S. Gregory Nazianzen,and S. Bona-



ventnra; and it is clearly proved by Lipsius, that this was
the more ordinary Roman use. The point can never be cer-
tainly settled : though Gretser’s authority, who is in favour
of the common opinion, ought to carry great weight ; and as
S. Bonaventura observes, it is easier and more convenient for
pious meditation to imagine that it was so. I put the revela-
tion of S. Bridget, which represents the Cross as first erected,
out of the question: because Catholic doctors are all agreed
that, however beautiful and edifying such revelations are,
they are not to be adduced in support of, or against, any
historical fact : the so-called revelations of different Saints
sometimes contradicting each other. Another question is,
whether our Lorp's Hands or Feet were first nailed to the
Cross : the Roman use was, to begin with the hands. Again,
another question which has been much debated, is,—whe-
ther three or four nails were employed. The weight of evi-
dence is in favour of three: though more than one learned
book has been written in defence of the other opinion. It is
a very ancient tradition that the nail which fastened our
Lorp's Feet was driven in with thirty-six strokes of the ham-
mer. Though we are not immediately concerned with another

uestion on the words of the text, it may be well to observe,
amt. the title is usually held to have been also nailed on to
the Cross, and that the Cross itself was pierced with the
holes intended afterwards to receive the nails, before the
Crucifixion of the malefactor. We have already observed
that the Wound in our Lorp’s Side is not here mentioned :
nevertheless, let it be remembered, that all but universal tra-
dition represents it as inflicted on the right side. And these
are some few of the many considerations which holy men
lllg.ve presented to us from: They pierced My Hands and My

eet.

Imay tell all My bones. For, as the First Adam by his G.

fall lost the robe of innocence, and thenceforth needed other

arments, so the Second Adam vouchsafed to be stripped of

18 ea.rthly vestments, to the end it might hereafter be said
to us, “ Bring forth the first robe, and put it on him.” Zkey s. Luke xv.
counted all My bones, it is in the V gate : in which there 33
seems a particular emphasis, as if to signify that not one of
all those bones was broken : as set forth so long before by
the Paschal Lamb, and foretold in another place by David :
‘¢ He keepeth all His bones, so that not one of them is broken.” Pps. xxxiv.
Origen relates that it was the custom among the Romans to 3. . ...
strike the malefactors under the arm-pits, in order, by the g. Matt.
more violent dislocation of the shoulders, to hasten death : a
cruel mercy, which was denied to the greatest criminals :—
that Pilate, in compliance with the express request of the
Jews, forbad such a procedure in our LogrD’s case; Who, in
order to show that He had power to lay down His life, as
well as to take it again, was notwithstanding pleased that His
most blessed soul should depart from the body long before
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despised Me : and S. Matthew expressly relates that, ‘ Sit-
ting down, they watched Him tﬁere ;" watched Him, no
doubt, for the purpose of reviling and insulting : but watched
Him also, lest, as He had so often miraculously escaped
from their power, He might do so once more, even from the
Cross. I cannot better conclude this verse, than with the
beautiful words of Dionysius the Carthusian. * Thus speaks
Jeremiah : ¢ O the Hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time
of trouble, why shouldest Thou be as a stranger in the land,
and as a wa[v;'gu-ing man that turneth aside to tarry for a
night?” O how notable and beautiful are these words of
blessed Jeremiah ! For in them it is most clearly manifested
that CHRisT is true Gop and Man. For that He speaks of
Gop, Who by His Incarnation came into the world as a poor
wayfaring man, that which goes before clearly proves. ‘O
the Hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of tribula-
tion!" As a wayfaring man. For Carisr testifieth of Him-
self, ‘ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have
nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head.’
And the blessed Apostle, speaking concerning CHRIsT, ¢ For
our sakes,’ says he, ‘ He was made poor, that we through
Hrirzlpoverty might be rich.” Let us then, brethren, impress
fi on our hearts the image of Jesus Crucified: let us fix
all His Passionsindelibly in our minds, so that we may each
be able to say with the Apostle : ‘I am crucified with CHBIST;
nevertheless, I live; yet not I, but CaRrisT liveth in me.’
There is no more efficacious method of conquering all tem
tations—there is no more compendious way of gaininf a
virtues—than perpetually to contemplate, affectionately to
consider, diligently to wait upon, CarisT hanging on the
Cross. For how can anything carnal delight him who ceaseth
not to meditate on the most bitter pains of Carist That suf-
fered for him? And how can he fail to love Gob, or to be
thankful to CERIST, who remembers that for his sins’ sake
the FAoTHER spared not His own Soxn; that for his sake the
SoN was obedient to the FATHER, even unto death P”

[And as the sufferings of the Head were continued in the
sorrows of His mystical Body, they take occasion to remind
us how the Apostles, His {'eet, beautiful upon the mountains,
carrying Him into many lands as they preached the Gospel
of peace, were pierced ; Peter, Andrew, and Philip, like Him-
selt, with the nails of the Cross, Thomas with a spear, and
all of them with one pang or another of om. They
numbered all My bones (Vulg.) when they made out lists of
Christians in every city of the Empire, that they might drag
before the tribunals them that were * members of His flesh

and His bones.””]’

18 They part my garments among them : and cast
lots upon my vesture.



And what those soldiers did then, the enemies of our Lozp

do still. Instead of dividing His garments, they divide the
Scriptures : as when the Manicheans receive the New Testa-
ment and reject the Old; or the Jews receive the Old, and
reject the New. Nay, worse than the quaternion who stood
by the Cross, and who at least said of the seamless robe, * Let S. John xix.
us not rend it:” heretics and schismatics now tear that un- ¢
divided garment of CHRIsT which is the Church. Andithas G-
been ingeniously observed, that each of the Evangelists
speaks of our Lorp’s vestment in different terms, and in
those precise ones which represent the character of his own
Gospel.. S. Matthew says, “They put on Him a scarlet s, Matt.
robe.” Scarlet is the colour of love : thatlove which led our xxvii. 18.
Loep from heaven to earth by the long ladder of generation
which S. Matthew givesin his first chapter. 8. Mark writes, 8. Mark xv.
“ They clothed Him with purple.”” ~Purple is the royal ':
colour : and the regal character of CHRIsT is that which this
Evangelist principally keeps in view ; as the lion, his symbol,
is king among the beasts. 8. Luke says, “ They arrayed 8. Luke
Him in a white robe :” white is the sacerdotal colour; and **ii- 1!
S. Luke principally sets before us our Lorp’s priestly cha-
racter; whence also he is signified by the ox, the creature
appointed for sacrifice. S.John once more speaks of purple: 8. John
as he also tells of our Lorp's heavénly kingdom, as the eagle *ix. 2.
18 king among the birds. It is worth while to observe, that
this verse shows the minuteness of meaning which the Psalms

ossess. Did we not see by the fulfilment that each clause

as its own separate signification, we should be apt to ima-
gine that the two were merely a poetical parallelism to sig- -
nify one and the same thing. The story is well known, that
when Arius, afterwards the celebrated heresiarch, had been
separated from the Church for some fault, and was refused
readmission—it then seemed harshly—by Peter, the Patri-
arch of Alexandria, he assigned as his reason for the severity,
that he had beheld our Loep, seated in majesty, but with
His garment torn ; and on inquiring, “ LorDp, who bath thus
rent Thy robe ?'’ he received for answer, * Arius.”” The text
is quoted by S. Matthew: though in some MSS. that verse s. Matt.
is omitted. 8. Peter Chrysologus well compares this casting xxvil. 3s.
" of lots with that, in consequence of which the LorD’s great S. Peter
type, Jonah, was cast into the sea. There is a strange tale c“"’i"m"
regarding the seamless coat, that it afterwards was purchased y
by Pilate; and that, in process of time, when tried before
the Emperor Tiberius for malpractices, he twice appeared in
it, and was acquitted : and the third time, TFpearing without
it, was condemned.! Parez says very prettily, that this tunic parez.
fell to the lot of a Gentile soldier, to show that the faith of
Cagist was henceforth to belong to the Gentile world. 8. Serm.i.1n

1 «“Non facile credo,” says | tion, and the writer would say

Lorinus, réferring to the tradi- | the same thing.



Bernard says, that, as Adam lost the four garments of mercy,
truth, justice, and peace, so our Lorp atoned for that loss
by His own loss : but that the seamless vest represented that
image of Gop which was not destroyed even by the fall, but
still remains implanted in, and impressed on human nature,
even unregenerate. The word My,—My garments, My ves-
ture,—was once prominently brought forward in that long
and weary theological discussion on the poverty of Cmzisr,
when, from the disputes among the Franciscans, the question
was agitated, whetﬁer our Logp had anything that He could
call His own. His garments having been thus parted, the
question has been discussed, even from the time of Justin
Martyr, what robes our Lorp wore, after His resurrection.
The general opinion is, that they were then created.

19 But be not thou far from me, O Lorp : thou
art my succour, haste thee to help me.

The force is on the word me : for we now come to 8 of
the Resurrection. That resurrection which, in all the fol-
G. lowers of CHRIST, Was to be deferred for so long and uncer-
tain a time; but in Him was to be brought to pass on the
third day. Haste Thee to help Me: and the prayer was in-
deed accomplished : for the three days and three nights were
so shortened, as scarcely to embrace half the time that the
words usually signify. Assume, as the tradition of the
Church teaches, that our LorDp rose about one on the morn-
ing of the Sunday, He lay in the grave but thirty-four
hours. And notice this: I{is prayer on the Cross, Haste
Thee to help Me, has been His Church’s daily and hourly
%raz:r from then till now. “ O Gop, make speed to save us:
RD, make haste to help us.”

The Hymn, Burgit Christus e sepulchro
Cedant justi Solo Deitatis fulcro ’
signa luclus.

Nixus, dum humanitas
Superat miserias :

Ut nos surgeremus rei,

In humilitate Dei
-Nobis est vietoria. Alleluia.

[JB8US riseth from the grave,

On His Godhead’s might to save
Leaning, while His human frame
All its'sorrows overcame ;

That we guilty ones should rise,

Victory becomes our prize
In the lowliness of Gop. Alleluia.]

20 Deliver my soul from the sword : my darling
from the power of the dog.

21 Save me from the lion’s mouth : thou hast
heard me also from among the horns of the unicorns.



He prays for the Head and the Body: the Head,—Him- T,
self, —My Soul: the Church, My darling. And howtrulyHe 4.
calls her by that name, unicam meam, My only one, as it is
in the Vulgate, let the whole Book of Canticles speak. ““There
are threescore queens and fourscore concubines, and virgins cant. vi. s.
without number. My dove, my undefiled, is but one.” :
for although, as S. Cyprian well says, she-may be multiplied pe ynitat.
in her branches, she remains one 1n her stem : though she Eccles.
may be diversified in her rays, she continues one in her light.

And notice how here, as so often, that old argument is re-
peated : from past mercies to future deliverance: Save me

Jrom the lion’s mouth, because Thou hast heard me from am

the unicorns. And from the less to the greater danger. mﬁ

is Gop’s way of leading on His people. First, to run with

the footmen: then to contend with the chariots. Notice jer. xii. s.
also, that the same animals are made the types both of our

Lozp and of His great adversary. There 1s the Lion of the

Tribe of Judah, as well as the lion that walketh about seekin

whom he may devour : there is the unicorn, like whom eac
Christian is to be exalted, as well as the unicorn from whose

horn we are to be delivered. Save mefrom the lion’s mouth.

“O my Gop!” exclaims the Eastern Church; “ O WoRrD of Triodion for
Gop! O my only joy! How can I endure to see Thee given i oreet
up to those lions of the Jews, to the perverse and crooked

nation, to the impure stream, out of a most holy source !

How can I endure, O Martyr of martyrs, to behold Thee

rent to pieces by their bloodthirsty jaws; Thee, Who didst

choose them for Thy peculiar n}{eople, set at nought and re-

viled by them beyond all malefactors |” Others will take

the unicorn more especially to mean the Jews; because its B.

one horn signifies the one law given by Moses, its glory and
its pride.

22 I will declare thy Name unto my brethren :
in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.

I will declare Thy Name: as He did to 8. Mary Magda-  Ay.
lene in the garden of Joseph, to S. James, and again to S.
Peter, we know not where: to S. Luke and 8. Cleophas, as
they went to Emmaus: to the ten, as they were gathered in
the large upper room: and finally, most gloriously of all, to
S. Thomas. And notice the force in the brethren. They
had denied Him, they had fled from Him, they had dis-
believed His resurrection, but they were His brethren still.
In the midst of the Church. This is one of the passages that  A.
S. Augustine pursues with irresistible force against the Do-
natists : accorging to whom, the words of David ought to
have been, “in a corner of the Church :” as if the Bride of
the Lorp was to be found in a few provinces of Africa
alone, instead of having dominion from sea to sea, and from Ps. Lzxil. 8.
the flood unto the world’'s end. Dionysius, according to his
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custom, applies that which is said of CaRri1sT to the followers
of CHRr1sT. In the midst of the congregation will I praise
Thee. 1 will not, says he, be ashamed of Thy Name be-
fore men, lest Thou shouldest be ashamed of me before Thy
Fatraer Which is in heaven. Some declare Gop’s Name
with their lips, but not in their deeds, because they do not
that which they teach, and by the very fact of their thus
teaching, they are guilty of mortal sin, because, as far as in
them lies, they make void the intention of Holy Scripture,
and of its Author, the HoLy GHosT. Others teach by their
good life and good reputation only, as monks : and those do
well and sufficiently, provided they are not bound to preach
with their lips : for ifp they are, then comes in that sayin of
Isaiah, “They are dumb dogs, they cannot bark.’ d
others teach, both by word and by action: of whom Gop
saith to Daniel, * They that turn many to righteousness, shall
shine as the stars for ever and ever.” In the midst of the
Church. Here we still have the Tree of Life in the midst of
the garden,—teaching them now by His Words, as before
He taught by His sufferings : the Tree of Life on either side
of the nver, the river of death; healing the nations on this
side the river by His life-giving Wounds; on the further and
immortal side of the stream, by His life-giving words.

23 O praise the Lorp, ye that fear him : magnify
him, all ye of the seed of Jacob, and fear him, all ye
seed of Israel.

He speaks of the Church as a whole, in the first place; of
the Church in its two great component parts, in the second.
All ye that fear Him, whether Jéws or Gentiles : the seed of
Jacob, the Church of the Circumcision; the seed of Israel,
the Church of the Gentiles. Or we may take it in a more

lorious sense ; the seed of Jacob ; the Church mslitant: for

acob is by interpretation, “a supEIanter ;7 and her children
have to supplant the world, the flesh, and the devil. But
Israel is by interpretation, “ He that sees Gop:” and thus
the happy estate of the Beatific Vision is expressed. Or we
may take both Jacob and Israel to set forth our Lokp Him-
self : the one in His suffering, the other in His glorified life.
Fear Him. And here, again, the older Commentators are
full of denunciation of that servile fear which the laxity of
later ages has considered sufficient, when joined with absolu.
tion, for the sinner’s justification. * Not,” says Ludolph,
“ with servile fear, lest they should be punished : but with
the chaste fear of sons ;—that they may not be forsaken.”

24 For he hath not despised nor abhorred the low
estate of the poor : he hath not hid his face from
him, but when he called unto him, he heard him.



Not even when He was hanging on the Cross, so poor that G.

His last earthly possessions—His garments—had been taken
from Him ; so poor that He was soon about to be beholden
to the charity of Joseph of Arimathea for a place of burial.
And notice how, though at the beginning of the Psalm He
had complained that the poor was forgotten and despised,
My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me? now, He
seems to correct Himself, and to confess that that forgetful-
ness was only in appearance—only for a little moment. And 1,,.
what the Lorp here says, is but what is said over and over
again by the Hory Gmosr. “The prayer of the humble S0,

1erceth the clouds ; until it come nigﬁ. he will not be com- " -
¥orted." “The poor crieth, and the Loep heareth him.” ' "
“The Lorp heareth the poor.” The low estate, or, as it is ' - 34
in the Vulgate, the prayer ; and the same Hebrew word may
signify both, and that very rightly; as if we were never so
likely to be heard, as when in a low estate. 1t is a singular
sense, in which S. Albertus explains that verse in Tobit, 8. Albertus.
“Turn not away thy face from the r man, and then the
face of the LorDp will not be turned from thee,”’—that, if we Tob. iv. 7.
would be heard by the FarmER, we must keep our eyes
steadfastly fixed on that Poor Man, Who hung upon the
Cross for our sakes.

25 My praise is of thee in the great congregation :
my vows will I perform in the sight of them that
fear him.

Where observe that, though after His resurrection the B.
number of the names together was only a hundred and actsti. ss.
tweity, yet even already He sgeaks of the Great Congrega-
tion. My praise, and yet it shall be of' Thee: hereby mar-
vellously illustrating His own words, “I and the FATHER are g yopm x.
one.” My vows. The promise made before the world was, so.
that He would be incarnate for the sake of man: that He
would not only take our nature upon Himself, but would die
in it; and on the Cross, in the sight of them that feared Him, 4pobius.
that little band amidst the multitude of revilers and blas- A
phemers, those yows were accomplished. Here they take
occasion to argue whether our Loep took napon Himself the
three vows of the religious life. About poverty and chastity,
there is no question : the only discussion arises on the point,
whether He took the vow of obedience. And 8. Thomas secunda
teaches that He did not: because the vow of obedience, Secunde,
properly speaking, has for its object a human creature : Jivst.
whereas our Lorp neither owed nor could pay obedience to art.s.
such an one. Others, again, urging that He was subject to -

His parents, and obedient to the law, affirm that He also
took this vow. And notice the plural vows: the full mean-
ing of which we do not reach till the next verse. And to
that 8. Augustine more especially refers it. ‘“ What are his A
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vows? The sacrifice which he offered to Gop. Do you know
what sacrifice? The faithful know what are His vows in the
sight of them that fear Him.” Wherein He plainly hints at
the Blessed Eucharist, though in such a manner as not to ex-
plain it to the catechumens. And Ludolph does not forget
to remind us that what He did we must do likewise. *Better,””
says the Wise Man, “is it not to vow, than to vow, and not
to pa{." But the baptismal vows by which all are bound,
must be not only in the sight of them that fear Him, but in
the sight of, a.nc{ notwithstanding, them that fear Him mnot -
as it is written, “ Whosoever shall confess Me before men,
goim also shall the Son of Man confess before the Angels of
D.”

26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied : they that
seek after the Lorp shall praise him; your heart
shall live for ever.’

And here we have the final and most glorious way in which
these vows were performed: for none ever commented on
this verse without referring.it to the Holy Eucharist. Where
notice, it is not the rich, but the poor, that shall so eat as to
be ‘satisfied. “ He hath filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He hath sent empty away.” Shall be satisfied,
partly and imperfectly here, for there is but one full satisfac-
tion ; and that not with our Loep under the form of bread
and wine. But,—“ When I wake up after Thy likeness, I
shall be satisfied with it.” And therefore it well follows : T
that seek after the Lord shall praise Him. They that see
after the LorD here, feeling after Him, as it were, in this Sa-
crament, skall praise Him : not interruptedly—not brokenly,
as here,—but with the full power of their heart, and of their
love, where it is written that “ His servants shall serve Him.”
Your heart. Or, as it is in the Vulgate, Their heart. He
Who is indeed the heart of His people, dearer to them than
life itself, shall indeed live for ever when He has once burst
the bars of death. - And then, as it is written, “ Because I
live, ye shall live also.” And again: if we take the words in
their more natural sense, there 1s no doubt a reference to the
connexion between the reception of the Blessed Eucharist
and the Resurrection. Hence, the Second Council of Niceea
calls that Sacrament the symbol of the Resurrection: S. Ig-
natius, the remedy of immortality. And Irensus argues at
length, against those who denied the Resurrection, that the
body nourished by our Lorp’s Flesh and Blood, cannot finally
perish. Hence, holy men have discussed at great length the
method in which the Holy Eucharist can be said to be the
cause of the Resurrection, when it is certain that they who
have never received it will equally rise. One pious opinion
is, that for them who have received it worthily, it will occa-
sion an additional aureole, as it were, of beauty and happiness



to the glorified body. None has written on this subject better
than Claude de Saintes.

27 All the ends of the world shall remember them-
selves, and be turned unto the Lomp : and all the
kindreds of the nations shall worship before him.

And why do they remember? Because the Lorp turns  Ay.
and looks upon them. They must remember Him before
they can remember themselves: it must be His love that
draws them to look to Him. Whence it is well said: not
shall turn, but shall be turned unto the Lord. Remember.
Because, indeed, they had forgotten Him ; how widely. they
had wandered from Him, S. Paul sets forth to us in that B.
awful chapter where he tells us that even the Gentiles are rom. . 20.
without excuse. It is the same prophecy that we read in
Zechariah : ““ They shall remember I!fe in far countries, and Zech. x. 9.
shall turn again.” The same exhortation which is given by
Jeremiah: “Remember the LorD afar off, and let Jerusalem yg 1. s0.
come into your mind.” Whence Euthymius very justly ar-  Z,
gues, that the knowledge of Gop, though hidden from, and
clouded over, amongst the Gentiles, ciet nevertheless exists,
even among them : 1t is a thing which has to be recovered,
not to be recreated. “ The Gentiles,” says S. Augustine, “had De Trinitat.
not so forgotten Gop, as not to be able, by an effort of re- xiv-13-
collection, to remember Him. In. forgetting Gobp, they for-
gat, as it were, their own life, and turned themselves towards

eath : When they shall remember Gop, it will be a return
to the remembrance of life, yes, rather, to life itself.” ~The
same Father pushes the Donatists hard with this text; that °
it is all the ends of the earth, not Africa alone, that is to be-
long to Gopn. 8. Jerome has a singular mystical interpreta- iy 1sa. cap.
tion: “ The ends qf the earth,” says he, *are its highest s3.
parts, as the circumference of 2 wheel may be said to be higher
than its centre.” Of these high ones—these proud hearts—it
was once written, “ As for the proud, He beholdeth them afar ps. cxxxviti.
off ;" but now, even they, too, shall remember themselves. 6. '
All the kindreds of the nations: because henceforth there.
shall be neither Jew nor Greek, neither male nor female, but Gal. ii. 2s.
CHRisT shall be all and in all : because in that eternal mar-
riage supper, the banquet will not be set on for our true
Joseph by Himself, and for His brethren by themselves, and Gen. xiii.
for them that did eat with them b{ themselves, but the whole -
family of heaven and earth shall sit down together at the
celestial table. SAall remember themselves. 8. Albertus in- g. Albertus
geniously connects this with the prophecy in the preceding Magnus.
verse, of the Blessed Eucharist, by reminding us of our
Lorp’s injunction, “ This do in remembrance of Me.” Skall 8.Luke xxii.
worship before Him. Where P In the true Galilee, where He -, ..
has appointed His disciples hereafter to meet Him: xxvitl. 10,

) 4



Bernard. JxsUs amantibus afferet omnibus alta trophsea :
Clan. Jzsus amabitur, atque videbitur in Galiled.

And Jesus to His loved ones brings trophies fair to see:
And Jxsus shall be loved and beheld in Galilee.

In loc. The ends of the earth. Once more ; Hugh of 8. Victor would
refer this to the Blessed Eucharist, because to those who re-

ceive it worthily, all earthly things have an end, and heaven
is already begun.

28 For the kingdom is the Lorp’s : and he is the
governor among the people.

‘Where notice: he saith not, Shall be the Lorp’s : though

isa. xi.9. - that also: as it is written: “The earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lorp, as the waters cover the sea;”’ but

1s5,—is at this moment,—ie, though Satan may be called

the Prince of the Power of the Air: ss, though His citizens

- 8. Luke xit. hate Him and say, “ We will not have this man to reign
8. Alb. Mag. over us.” And so our Lorp Himself says, “ Now is,” not,
S. John xif. Now shall be, “ the judgment of this world.” Thou there-
ar. fore, O Christian, though that banner of the Cross seem
for a while overthrown, though that golden sceptre be for a

time disregarded, take comfort in this, that, notwithstanding

all, the kingdom is the Lord’s ; that every suffering He calls

thee to endure, is winning it for, and confirming it to, Him :

and that, as the kingdom of the earth belongs now to the

Head, so shall the kingdom of heaven ere long belong to the

D.C. members. And He is the Governor among the ﬁople. Yes.
S, John xix. Although they may say, as once of old, “ We have no king
’ but Cesar,” it is to David that the LorDp sware and will not

Ps. cxxxii.

regent, “ Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne.”
12, Observe further, by the Kingdom, we may understand that

AY.  of the Jews ; by the People, the Church of the Gentiles.

29 All such as be fat upon earth : have eaten and
worshipped.

Thus it must be when * the Kingdom is the Lorp’s:"” that
not only His real servants, those who are poor in spirit, and
heirs not of this world, but of heaven, but all such as are fat
upon earth also, shall eat of that blessed Sacrament, and shall
pay external worship. Before, it was said that “the poor
shall eat and be satisfied :"’ here, it is said that the rich skalZ

C. eat, but not that “they shall be satisfied.”” In this sense,
Isa. lxv. 13. the meaning would be the same with that sayin%e“ Behold,
My servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry : behold, My

So the Greek servants shall drink, but ye shall be thirsty.” Others take 1t
e St~ to mean, that they who were once poor, shall, by feeding on
rally. this Blessed Sacrament, become fat upon earth : that is, have
an antepast of heaven, even here. the former, which

we W






is probably the true siﬁniﬁmtion, the Gloss collects that sin-
ners are not to be repelled from the Sacrament, if they choose
to present themselves to receiveit : though 8. Thomas warns
us that public sinners do not come under this rule. Notice
further the argument to be drawn from this verse for the
adoration of the Sacrament : Aave eaten and worshipped.

30 All they that go down into the dust shall kneel
before him : and no man hath quickened his own
soul. :

Here the Vulgate translation is entirely different. In Ais
Presence shall all fall that descend into the earth, and my
soul shall live to Him. Here, they say, is the punishment of
those who have worshi with this external worship : when
they stand before His Presence at the Last Day, they shall
50 as to descend into the earth : that is, shall receive the
portion of those that are at the left hand. Contrasted with
this, My soul, says David, speaking in the person of Gop's
true servants, liveth (Vulg., sAall live) to Him. This meaning
however, is merelyelicited by a supposed reading of the LXX.,
T 192 WD for MM KD DY), The Prayer Book
Version, No man Rath quickened his own soul, is without
ancient authority of any kind. Of the Bible translation, that
None can Iceeilalive his own soul, the same thing may be said.
A meaning which may be got out of the Hebrew, And shall
revive without strength, agrees sufficiently well with the ge-
neral idea presented by the Vulgate. These, the “ fat upon
earth,” who have worshipped with their lips and outward
gestures, while their hearts were far from Him, shall revive
indeed, because the bad, as well as the good, shall awake at
the general resurrection: but it shall be without strength,
that 1s, without the strength and beauty, and glory of eternal
life. Or you may take 1t: Shall awake, not by their own
strength, but by the Almighty Power of Gop, and at the voice
of the Archangel. [The true sense of this difficult passage
seems to be, And ke who cannot prolong his own life, 1.e. who
is at the point of death, shall serve Him, as well as the rich,
who are fat, and the poor, bronght by misery snto the dust,
and thus all classes of men are included. ]

81 My seed shall serve him : they shall be counted
unto the Lozrp for a generation.

32 They shall come, and the heavens shall declare
his righteousness : unto a people that shall be horn,
whom the Lozrp hath made.

Here again, the Vulgate differs widely: My seed shall
serve Him : the generation that is to come shall be announced
to the Lord. But notwithstanding this false worship, My
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seed, the children who sprang from My sufferings on the
Cross, shall serve Him ; and as one after another, forsaking
his old superstitions, joins himself to the Lorp’s people, they
shall be announced to the Lorp for a generation. 1t is the
same thing that is elsewhere prophesied : *“ Of Sion it shall
be reported that he,” that is, that this and that man, “ was
born 1n her.” And the heavens shall declare His righteous-
ness. [Firstly and literally, by the glorious appearance and
order of the stars ; then, at the end of the world, when the
heavens being on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat, and the Lorn’s promises of
coming again shall be made tghood, and thus His righteousness
declared. Or, to take it in the mystical sense: The keavens,
that is, as we saw when considering the 19th Psalm, the
Apostles, skall declare His righteousness (and notice that it
is exactly the same expression that S. Paul uses, “to declare,
I say, at this time, His righteousness,’’) to a people that shall
be born, that is, to the Church, not yet in existence: but,—
and the change of tense is well worthy of observation, wkick
the Lord hath made. Not yet in actual existence, but written
in that book of Predestination, of which it is said, “ Known
nnt({dGon are all His works, from the beginning of the
world."” :

And thus we finish this marvellous Psalm: the clearest
ggphticy ever delivered : the first open Revelation of the

spel.

And therefore :

Glory be to the FoATHER, to Whom all the ends of the world,
when they remember themselves, shall turn ; and to the Sow,
Who Aath made the people that skall be born; and to the
Hovry GHOST, the Governor among the people.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be :
world without end. Amen. '

CoLLEOTS.

Gob, That art the Source of mercy, Who for us didst de-
scend into the womb of the Virgin ; wast nailed to the Cross ;
didst behold Thy garments divided ; -didst rise Victor from
Hell ; we beseech Thee that Thou, remembering this Thy
conversation among us, wouldst free Thy people from the
mouth of the lion, as Thou didst once deliver their fathers
that hoped in Thee.” Who livest. ‘

O Lorp Gop, Who, when our’ fathers cried unto Thee,
didst set them free, when they trusted in Thee, didst save
them; we pray and beseech Thee not to be far from us, but
to haste to our defence, and to save us from the mouth of the
lion. Through (1.)

O CuHgrisr, o didst exclaim from the Cross to the Fa<
THER, My Gop, My Goo, why hast Thou forsaken Me P
‘Who by Thy Cross didst redeem lost man, and didst give



Satan to be bound in eternal chains: we beseech Thy mercy
that us, who believe in Thee, Thou wouldst never forsake ;
us, who confide in Thee, Thou wouldst never repel ; but that
when we cry in the day-time Thou wouldst hear, and in the
night-season also Thou wouldst receive our prayer. (11.)

o Shegherd of souls, Lorp Jesu CHRIsT, look graciously Mozsratic,
to the defence of Thy Church ; deliver us of Thy mercy from
the mouth of the lion, Thou Whose own soul was delivered
from the power of the dog. (11.)

O CrzisT, Who didst leave the synagogue on account of Mozarable,
its incredulity, and didst gather together Thy Church out of jeyers.
an innumerable company of all nations, thus accomplishing
the prophecy that al} the ends of the world shall remember
themselves and be turned to the Lorp, and all the kindreds
of the nations shall worship before Him : raise up children
of belief from the circumeision, that they who come may be
received to the kingdom of faith, and that they who have
been received, may not, through any sin, be deprived of
Thine heritage. (11.)

[O Gop the Fatarr Almighty, Who didst will tosend Thy D.C.
Sox~ our Lorp Jesus CHRIsT into the world for His Passion,
and to call back man to the kingdom of heaven, who had been
tempted by the fruit of the forbidden tree, and cast out of
the bliss of Paradise, look upon us who cry unto Thee, de-
liver us from words of sin, and save us who trust in Thee for
evermore. Through the same (2.)]



