





brie authorzhip will sufliciently auswer all the arguments
of our opponents,

5. Kiug David is the author of the second psalm.
Proofs: «. In Acts iv. 25 the beginning of I's. i, ig intro-
dueed with the words, © who by the 1loly Ghost, by the
month of our futher David, thy servant, hath said.,” Com-
pare also Aets xiil. 33, 34, b The first forty, or, accord-
ing to the [Hebrew text, the first forty-one psalms vonsti-
tute what is known as the first book of the pealter, which
wae, according to the more common opinion, written by
David,  In the Hebrew text thirty-seven paalos out of the
forty-one are nzeribed to David in the titles of the Psalins.
¢, The second psalm iz very similar to Ps. eix. {ex),
which lattor was beyond all donbt composed by David
(ef. P's. il 7 and eix. 2, 5, G). . SBupposing the Mes-
ginnie character of the second psalm, which we shall estab-
lish iu the next paragraph, its deserviption of the ancinted
king fits very well into the time of David. e Jewish
tradition, too, ascribes the psalm to David, as may be seen
from the words of Bolomon Jarchi and David Kimehi, If
Aben Ezra ascribes it to “some of the minstrels,” still he
ingista that it has reference “to David at the time when
he was chozen king.”  Ihriver (Introduoction to the Literat.
0. ., pp. 362 {., note) does not consider that David isboth
prophet and King.

4. SUBJECT 0F THE PSALM.—The subject of the second
pealm is identieal with the “anointed king.” Opinions:
1. All Catholies must hold that the “anointed king ™ is, at
leagt, a type of the Messiaz; that, therefore, the subject of
the paalm, b least in ite typical meaning, is Christ Jesua.
Reasoms: 4. Soch is the tradition of the Synagoroe
Jurchi says: “ Our doctors expound this psalm as having
reference to King Messias; bnt in accordance with the
literal sense, and that it may be used against the heretics
[i-¢., the Christians,] it is proper that it be cxplained as
relating to Duvid himself.”  David Kimehi expresses him-
self as follows in the exposition of thiz psalm: “There






they are of Solomon, establish in his opinion the Solomonic
relation of the psalin.  Thus type and anti-type are blended
mto one.

4. Some expositors have thonght that Solomon iz the
king celebrated in this song (Ewald, Bleek, ete.). Ilea-
song: a, In IL Kings vii. 13, 14, Solomon is called “son of
God.” & Among all the kings of Israel Solomon wus the
only one, z0 far as we know, who, after being anointed at
the fountain Gihon, was bronght up with royal pomp to
Mount Sion. ¢ It may be supposed that in the beginning
of Solomon’s reign the subdued surronnding uations would
attempt to free themselves from the power of the Israclite
king. This rebellion, being of but short duration, has not
been mentioned in any of Israel’s historical books. This
last reason, however, is nothing but a gratuitous conjecture
in support of a favorite hypothesis. [t is stated in explicit
terms in II1. Kings v. 4, 5 and I, Paral. xxii. 9 that Solo-
mon’s reign was a period of profound peace. Again I's.
Ixxxviii. 27, 28 promizes that God will make Duvid his
“ first-born, high above the kings of the earth.” The above
rveasons, then, do not prove that the second psalm, in its
literal meaning, must apply to Solomon.

5. Another class of writers maintains that David is the
subject of the second psalm. Reasons: a. David iz often
called the ancinted, as in IL Kings xii. 7; Ps xix. (xx.) 7,
b. David wielded his royal power on Mount Sion (I Dar.
xv. 1; xvi. 1}. & There were several periods in David's
reign that agree with the description given in the paalm:
1. The period when David was attacked by the army of
the Philistines, after he had taken the stronghold of the
Jebunsites (Jarchi, Kimchi) (cf. IL Kings v. 20). 2.
When David had gained the victory over the Philistines,
Moabites, Syrians, and the other neighboring nations (cf.
If. Kings viii. 1-15) (Grotins, Muoller, ete.). 3. When
the Benjamites together with Sanl's family supported Is-
boseth against David (Doderlein). 4. When David’s son
Absalom conspired against his father (Kuinoel, etc.).






